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June 10, 2010

One of our own speaks
Incoming President Bob Kreitzer gave his classification talk this morning. “I was hoping for more Scooter Dollars,” said Bob as he began. Bob informed us that while he was born in Rhode Island he actually grew up in the District of Columbia. This was largely due to the fact that his dad was career Navy and was transferred to different places. He noted that there were and are a lot of good things about growing up in DC – the Marine Band concerts and the Smithsonian to name a couple.
Bob graduated from the University of Maryland – Baltimore County (UMBC) with a Bachelors in film and video production. This is a degree that works pretty well for you in a major metropolitan area but not too well in Bangor. At a graduation party he met, Barb, a Bangor girl. They eventually married and she got homesick for Maine, so they moved here.

As mentioned earlier, film and video production is not exactly a huge industry here, so Bob went back to school and got an Associates so he could work as an electrician for Bangor Hydro. After years working on substations, he became a Service Planner, visiting customers who were building and helping them determine their power needs.

Along the way Bob picked up another degree, this one a Master of Science in Business from Husson. Turned out this was timely because after 16 years with Bangor Hydro, Bob was let go with a number of other employees several months after the Hydro was purchased by Emera.

However, Bob landed on his feet and moved forward, getting a job working for Sid Epstein in commercial real estate. Bob briefly mentioned a 2 year hiatus at a place in Dexter that he called a mistake after working for Epstein. Currently Bob works for SGC which is responsible for the transmission lines from wind farms to the power grids.

But Bob is not “all work.” In addition to his wife, Bob has two daughters and one son, with two of these in college. Bob has a variety of interests including reading and rocks. This latter interest led him into collecting rocks, then lapidary, then silversmithing. Bob now creates silver jewelry which he then gives away. And, in the last 6 – 8 months he’s begun learning the mandolin. (Perhaps he and Bruce can jam?)
For the coming year, Bob wants to see our club continue to do what we’ve been doing but he would like to see us add an international project, perhaps in conjunction with some  of the other local clubs.

And now, the rest of the story…

Alert readers may be aware of the name change of this journal for this week. This is due to the fact that for the first time in this writer’s memory we met at rectangular tables. This was incorporated into the invocation by Reverend Bob as he asked God for strength for us to deal with change.

In a break with tradition, President Bruce led the pledge himself. “I just got tired of asking people to do it.”

Jeff O’Sullivan, chairing the “Stealth Fundraiser,” (so-named because none of us have to do much for it) reported that Bangor, Hampden, Bapst, and Brewer High Schools have agreed to sell raffle tickets for the two donated Patriots play-offs tickets. If the Patriots don’t make the play-offs, the tickets will be to next season. Of the first $1,000 raised, half will go to our charities; the balance will go to the high school athletic departments.
Golf Chair Jodie Steele reported that we have reached 25 teams so all our proceeds can go to our Keep Kids Warm project.

Bruce noted that at yesterday’s Board meeting we agreed to donate $250 toward the District’s pledge in the Canadian Rotary Centennial project. They are striving to raise $300,000 to build a school for girls in Afghanistan. If the goal is reached, the Canadian government will match it.

Traveling weather prognosticator George Eaton returned from England where they made a visit to Parliament. He met one of the Lords who told George that “incontinence falls between two stools,” which George thought Dr. Lew might appreciate. Oh yes, and the weather will be good.

In his Medical Moment, Dr. Lew spoke about Zostervax which is a vaccine against herpes. The vaccine will decrease the incidence and severity of outbreaks. It is reportedly helpful to the elderly. We will pass this word to the Noon Club.
Claire Deselle gave us another reason to be thankful that we live here and not in China. While there are a couple of Rotary Clubs in China, they can only be joined by ex-patriots; the governments prohibits native Chinese from joining.

Dr. Steve again found some news stories that did not make the front pages. The lead story was a 42-year-old New Jersey woman (not from Lodi) who is waging a campaign to become the world’s heaviest woman. Currently she weighs 600 lbs and models on supersizedbombshells.com.

Sergeant-at-Arms Ivan McPike presided over birthdays and collected Happy and Sad Dollars, while Jeff O’Sullivan won the 50/50.

Special reminder: no morning meeting next week!! See you at the Annual meeting, 5:30 PM at Buchanan Alumni House on the UMO campus!!
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(Feel better, Les!)
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