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July 8, 2010
Money matters
This morning’s guest speaker, Marion Syverson, is the owner and President of Norumbega Financial located in Hampden. The firm provides investment advice, investments, college planning, and retirement planning services for businesses and individuals. It has been recognized as a Women’s Business Enterprise and voted Bangor’s Best Financial Planning Firm for the second consecutive year.

Ms. Syverson’s discussion was less around the specifics of financial planning and more about the need for it. She noted that people generally care about finance as it relates to other topics rather than for itself. When she started in the field she said there wasn’t a lot of help in regard to budgeting. The books took an approach that did not strike her as real-world and that’s what she needed.

People want to learn about finance so that it doesn’t hurt. She encourages people not to intimidated by the topic. She noted that she has learned over the years how to fix things cheaply and how to do things cheaply which has ultimately helped her financially.
Ms. Syverson noted that there are gender differences that are physiological in the way men and women respond to finances. She has seen research that indicates that the same section of the male brain that is stimulated when they think about girls is stimulated by investing. This is not necessarily good. Other research indicates that men do a poorer job financially planning for their families than do women. Women tend to look at finance more holistically and tend to be more philanthropic. But they also tend to give the control to the men in their lives and often rue the day they did. Her solution: find a way to learn more.

And now, the rest of the story…
President Bob Kreitzer called for an Invocation offered by Rev. Bob and asked Steve Andrew’s guest Julia Andrew to lead the Pledge. The flag made it to the meeting a little late thanks to the quick thinking of Paul Miragliuolo. Several members attempted to quiz Julia on her Dad’s parenting skills.
Bruce Roscher, definitely enjoying his Past Presidency by coming casual, introduced his guest, his wife Lisa. 

Bob let those in attendance know that there’s a sign-up sheet at the desk for Committee Assignments. Ann Dyer passed around a sheet for people to sign up for speakers.

Jodi Steele filled in for Ivan for Happy and Sad Dollars. Judy Horan was very happy that her Dad’s heart valve replacement went well at Cleveland Clinic. Jeff Teunisen gave a happy $25 from a co-worker toward the Golf Tournament.  Proud Dad (and smart husband) Nick Hayden reported that his child’s first word the night before was “Mama.” Proud Grandfather of Nick’s child Dick Cattelle reported that his grandchild’s first word the night before was “Grampa.” Film at 11.

Leo Loiselle won the 50/50.

Steve Andrew gave a short report on depression, fitting for the cloudy start to the day. There are differences between the blues and clinical depression, with the latter having some specific indicators and existing for a minimum amount of time, usually a couple of months.
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