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July 15, 2010
Creating New Beginnings For Over 100 years
For more than 100 years, Good Samaritan Agency has been helping single pregnant women and single mothers. Debbie Giguere, Good Samaritan’s Executive Director, told us Thursday morning that the agency was founded in 1902 when 30 women from 30 different churches came together to help women who were pregnant. In 1907, they became licensed to do adoptions.
The Teen Parent Education program provides a high school education to pregnant or single mothers between the ages of 14 and 20. The Bangor School Department oversees the curriculum, but the agency employs licensed/certified teachers who handle the instruction. There are also a number of volunteers, many of whom are retired, who donate their time and expertise to the program.
In order for the teenage moms to be able to go to school with less worry, there’s a licensed childcare on premise to take care of their children. The building was erected in 1999 and provides 49 slots for childcare. Those openings go first to the moms in the Teen Parent Education program, then to alumnae, then to the public.

Ms. Giguere noted that the teen pregnancy rate and dropout rates have begun to rise again. It is significant to note that 99% of the pregnant clients they have coming into the program are not in school nor are they working. This is not the case when they graduate. This year TPE had 5 graduates. One of those grads was the first in her family to graduate from high school. Another grad is planning to attend UMO. A third graduate will be going to EMCC and snared two scholarships in the bargain.

Good Samaritan’s staff and volunteers are committed to the program. The turnover rate for staff is low. Some volunteers are at the program four days a week and have done so for years. These have become increasingly important as budgets have been shrunk. Fundraising and grant-writing have become increasingly important as well.
Ms. Giguere noted that the agency takes donations of wearable clothes and gently-used toys for kids. Recently a local church did a Baby Shower and brought the donations to the agency. Merrill Bank also provided a 6-week course on finances that turned out to be a real hit.

The ultimate result of the program is that the Good Samaritan girls have been better at parenting than kids without this help. They also want their children to succeed and they do not want their children to get pregnant.

And now, the rest of the story…

President Bob Kreitzer announced that there will be a Club Assembly some time in September.
Cintia Miranda’s husband Sean joined us as a guest this morning.

John Cheney announced that the Neighbors Club of First Baptist Church in Bangor donated $1,000 from the auction to our Keep Kids Warm program.
Ann Dyer noted that the Speakers Committee will have a brief meeting next Thursday (7/22) after the regular Thursday morning meeting. There are still a few slots available if you would like to take a month for speakers.
Dr. Steve Andrew continued his “Above the Neck Medical Moment" discussion on depression from last week, noting that it can range in severity from mild to moderate to severe.
Claire Deselle found a number of notables have been members of Rotary in the “Rotary Moment.” Col. Harland Sanders of Kentucky Fried Chicken was a Rotarian. Every President from Harding through Carter has been a Rotarian, as have Charles Mayo (Mayo Clinic), Charles Walgreen, J.C. Penney, Sibelius (composer), Admiral Byrd, and Norman Vincent Peale.
Sergeant-at-Arms Ivan McPike solicited happy dollars/sad dollars and received one from Greg Urban for the Air Guard who raised $4,000 for the Veterans. Ivan contributed a sad dollar for the lousy fishing in New Brunswick last week and a happy for the excellent blueberries he picked up Downeast this week.
Ann Dyer strolled away from the meeting with the 50/50 in hand.
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