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September 2, 2010
Assembly of the Club
Today’s meeting departed from our usual format somewhat. After the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance, Sergeant-at-Arms Ivan McPike, collected Happies and Sads from Maureen Hedges (for an upcoming vacation), Nat Bond (for NOT having a heart attack), Anne Dyer (tell ‘em what the ambulance driver said Nat: what’re you here for this time?), Greg Urban (for his parents’ visit – and the ending of said visit), Jodi Steele (for our Beer Tent volunteering at the Folk Festival), Lisa Wahlstrom (for the Folk Festival and her son garnering a learner’s permit to drive), Judy Horan (for her vacation), Dick Cattelle (because the last of the Norwegian visitors has departed), and Ivan (because he had to answer the phones in the office last week instead of being up on the roof of the building). Tom Violette won the 50/50 and generously donated it back.
Our next order of business was the presentation of a $10,000 check for scholarships to Eastern Maine Community College President Lawrence Barrett. President Bob Kreitzer and Scholarship Committee Chair Dan Rozario made the presentation.
Once the presentation was completed President Bob Kreitzer began our Club Assembly. What is a Club Assembly? It’s a meeting that summarizes all the different activities of the Club. And judging by ours (and it was by no means complete as there were a couple of people who weren’t able to attend and speak about their committee) we have a very active, involved, enthusiastic group. (But we knew that already!)
Joelle Rioux, our Treasurer, gave us a synopsis of our financial picture. As of June 30, 2010, our Club has donated more than $45,000 to a variety of local and international charities. Joelle rapidly switched hats and transformed into the Chair of the Auction Committee. The proceeds of the Auction go to our scholarship fund (such as the check presented earlier this morning to EMCC). Committee meetings will start in the next few months. This year’s Auction will be at the Muddy Rudder in Brewer on the evening of Thursday, December 9, 2010.
Bob Kreitzer noted that the Community Service Committee handles several projects, notably our Bell-Ringing for the Salvation Army in December.
John Cheney, Chair of the Fund Allocation Committee reported that this committee fields individual requests for funding from other non-profits. John said the normal course of events is that he will forward information to the committee via e-mail, at which time it goes into the recipient’s spam folder. John will then call committee members. The committee reviews the requests and then makes a recommendation to the Board for approval.
Jodi Steele, Chair of the Golf Tournament, said that this year’s was our 9th. It has been the Club’s largest fundraiser to date. We do need assistance soliciting sponsors (say that one five times fast) and figuring out news ways to make money from sponsorships. Committee meetings will start in February, 2011.

Bruce Roscher spoke about All That Jazz, our musical fundraiser coming up again in March, 2011. The Committee will begin meeting in preparation for the next event on Wednesday, September 8 at the Sea Dog. There is work to be done in soliciting sponsors and visiting schools and boosters. Bruce said there is still room for the event to grow at Bangor High. They are working to develop interest in other schools participating.
Bob Kreitzer said that the Veterans’ Day Pancake Breakfast will again be taking place with the sponsorship of Coles Transportation Museum. The event will again be held on Veterans’ Day, Thursday morning, November 11 at the Brewer Auditorium.
Ryan McPike told us that the 2nd Annual Paul Bunyan Pond Hockey Tournament is scheduled for the last weekend in January, (January 29-30, 2011). Last year’s tournament included 21 teams with 109 skaters. Ryan said the committee will begin meeting in the next few weeks. He has already been scouting out new locations that won’t have the issues our initial site last year had (i.e. lakes that freeze and have accessibility for spectators).

Jeff O’Sullivan took the floor regarding the Patriots Tickets fundraiser. In summary, Jeff and his wife have graciously donated a pair of Patriots playoff tickets. (If they don’t make the playoffs this year, the tickets will be for a regular season game next year.) Raffle tickets have been provided to area high schools for a chance to win the two Patriots Tickets. On the first $1,000 of ticket sales, the school and our Club split the proceeds. Anything over $1,000 that the school sells, the school can keep. Thus far Bangor, Brewer, Hampden, and Old Town High Schools have signed onto the raffle. Tickets are $5 each and drawing will be held November 1st.

Larry Hersom reported on the Bylaws Committee. This Committee is actually a milestone for the Club because for many of our first years we had no Bylaws. We now do and they can be accessed on our website (www.bangorbreakfastrotary.org). 
Jodi Steele rose again to detail the doings of the Membership Committee. The Committee meets on a sporadic basis at the Sea Dog. Its mission is to encourage the current 72 active members to continue to be active in the Club. The Committee also focuses on orienting new members to activities, member retention, and member recruitment.
Anne Dyer told us that the Program Committee has had one meeting in five years. People sign up for a month at a time to get speakers for the weekly meetings. Ann has been pleased with the variety of the speakers but also with the attentiveness of our members to the speakers. She mentioned the kids that came to talk about the Apple Orchard Project several weeks ago. She had trouble hearing the kids and thought many of the members did; however, when she looked around the room, all the members were focused on the presentation.

For those who didn’t know who Jodi was by now, she stood again to describe the Foundation Committee. Jodi, who reportedly would not be upset if someone else volunteered to chair this Committee, said that this is “Rotary International’s piggy bank.” This is one of the ways we can become involved in an international project. RI will match our fundraising through this mechanism. This is also the vehicle through which PolioPlus is funded.

Bruce Roscher stood again, this time to describe Interact, our youth service Club in conjunction with the Bangor Y. Bruce noted that Interact had a very successful year last year and it looks like they are on-track for another successful year. A couple of Committee members have already met with Adrianna Hopkins, the Coordinator, to discuss our involvement and activities for the upcoming year. Interact will have 8 seniors this year and they’d like us to come to their meetings once a month. They will be meeting on Wednesdays, 6-8 PM.
Steve Andrew spoke about our website, www.bangorbreakfastrotary.org, which he said is one of the best of its kind. There is a lot of information about members and Club activities and Steve is willing to include more if it is sent to him. Steve also put in a shameless plug for the website tile ads. At only $100 per year, the ads offset the cost of the website ($300/year) and become a fundraiser in their own right after only three have been sold.

Finally, Dan Rozario spoke about the Scholarship Committee. Dan reported that we have been partnering with Eastern Maine Community College for several years and we’ve been happy with the way things have been going.

In summary, if any of these activities/committees are of interest to you, please talk to someone on the committee so you can get involved. The Committee Chairs, as well as current known members, are listed on the website. Click on the “Club Officers” button and then scroll down to find out who to talk to. You can also look at the Events Calendar on the website; many Committee Chairs provide information about Committee Meetings and it’s listed on the Events Calendar.

So there you have a snapshot of who we are and what we do. In my humble opinion, this remains one of the most remarkable, dynamic, positive groups of can-doers that I’ve ever encountered. I continue to be in awe of what this group of true leaders has accomplished. And the breakfast ain’t bad either.
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