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To read or not to read

Literacy Volunteers make all the difference

M

ary Marin Lyon of Literacy Volunteers of Bangor described “Ginny” during her talk to the club on Thursday. Ginny is a “graduate” of the training that she received from Literacy Volunteers. 


Ginny’s mother was a single parent who returned to school when Ginny was in the third grade. There were no books in the house. Ginny became a sort of very young literacy volunteer when her mother asked for help with her homework. Ginny was 12 when her mother died of cancer, and foster homes were her next destination.


Ginny graduated from high school and is an avid reader today. She’s in her 40s, is a mother and became part of the Family Literacy Program, which received $1,000 from the Breakfast Rotary.
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A testimonial to Ginny’s perseverance and literacy training is her work as a licensed practical nurse for the past 20 years. “This required some intense study of scientific and medical information that’s beyond regular reading,” Ms. Lyon said. Ginny is on the LV board. Ginny is one of 237 adults served by LV.


Literacy Volunteers need adult volunteers who can fill the #1 job opening as tutors. There are also opportunities to distribute starter libraries to households. There is an ESL program and prison literacy. Pro-Literacy America recently granted accreditation to Literacy Volunteers of Bangor.
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Literacy volunteers go through 15-18 hours of training and will be asked for a year-long commitment of 1-2 hours per week. Learning disabilities, including dyslexia, account for 90 percent of the adults receiving Literacy Volunteer help. 


The challenge for Literacy Volunteers is to convince a person to rise above any guilt or shame they may have because of not being able to read. 


An exhibit, “The Faces of Literary- Voices of Courage,” will be showing at the former B. Dalton Bookstore in the Bangor Mall with a special public reception on Wednesday August 4, 5:30- 7:30 pm. To gain more information about how to become a literacy volunteer, call 947-8451.

The rest of the news…


The Beer Tent will rock Friday night of the three-day Folk Festival. That’s because volunteers from the Breakfast Rotary will be on tap (hyuk hyuk) to help serve. Jodi Steele circulated a sign-up sheet. Our participation will gain us $3,000 for Polio Plus. Jodi needs 28 volunteers to work 5-10 pm.
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President Bob Kreitzer announced a club assembly on September 2. That did not depress Steve Andrew, though, who said that one in five people will experience clinical depression during their lives. He included children in the mix, saying that agitation can often be symptoms of depression.


The Tip Top Trio- Lisa Wahlstrom, Les Myers and Dick Cattelle – serenaded Andy Sturgeon and Michele Rowles whom Ivan McPike fined for their birthdays that occurred earlier this year, as Ivan “catches up on” his list. Michele gave a Happy$ for being breast cancer-free after her diagnosis four years ago. She also mentioned former member Gail Kelley who will participate in the MS Bike Tour. Donations in Gail’s name can be made at msmaine.org.


The other Mischelle, Mischelle Adams, announced her daughter’s 5th birthday which is today. Ah, to be five again. Or not.


Speaker chairman Ann Dyer needs someone to gather speakers for January. Bangor Region Leadership Institute grad Laura Cushing said the institute is taking applications for the new training year. 


A tip of the Golden Quill to Steve Andrew who sub-scribed for The Roundtable while your editor was on vacation.
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Shall we gather…?
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