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It must be in her genes

C

laire Deselle dropped names, places, discoveries, adventures, travels and degrees in her classification talk at today’s meeting. And for good reason: she has Been There and Done That. 


The New Hampshire native, whose parents were first generation immigrants, spoke French until she was in the fourth grade. When the local Irish Catholic School burned, the students had to merge with the French Catholic School, and Claire had to welcome English as a second language, so to speak. 
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“I loved science,” she said. A tragic accident when she was in high school caused her to change her mind about chemistry, however. She described how an error in a new textbook caused a wrong mix of chemicals that she and two other students were heating on a Bunsen burner. The mixture exploded, blinding one student and seriously injuring another. Claire escaped injury but not without reconsidering another career path.


She graduated from the University of New Hampshire with a degree in finance and worked as Finance Manager for General Electric. During that time, she suffered severe, life-threatening injuries in a car accident that required six months in recovery. “I learned that every day is precious,” she said.


While she worked at GE, Claire used to go to the company’s gym where CEO Jack Welch exercised.


“He had the habit of asking employees who were exercising what they did in the company, and if they stumbled or couldn’t give a good answer, he would fire them on the spot. I spent little time on the exercise bike when he was there!” If it’s any consolation for Claire, Wikipedia notes that while at GE, Welch blew the roof off the factory, and was almost fired for doing so.


After recovering from her accident, Claire earned an MBA from the Wharton School of Finance and went to work for Eli Lily, where she stayed for fourteen years. She met and worked with two Nobel Prize winners, and her position gave her travel opportunities to 30 countries. “I have traveled to 45 countries and my goal is to visit 100,” she said. 

The “science” theme reoccurred in Claire’s life. While at Lily, she helped a small business called Taylor Tactics to get started. It became CS Keys (Cancer Specific Keys) and Claire served as CEO. The company’s research focused identifying common markers in cancer research.



The hand of irony intervenes here. Claire’s physicians discovered two large ovarian tumors. Her doctor said she was “very lucky” because they caught and removed the tumors very early. “I slayed the dragons,” she said.


In her role as Managing Director of the Maine Institute for Human Genetics and Health, Claire helps bring research into the commercial field. The company is funded in part by Eastern Maine Health Care Systems (and she thanked Jerry Whalen for sponsoring her for membership in the Breakfast Rotary).


Her life is not all science-related (“I am not a scientist”). Claire is a certified naturalist in Indiana. She once helped track a jaguar in Belize. “I never thought about what would happen if we FOUND the jaguar…” She also raises her stepson, Judson.


When asked what two countries were her favorites, Claire didn’t hesitate: Santiago, Chile and Bergen, Norway. Mountains, oceans. And here she is in Maine… with mountains and oceans. Dick Cattelle seconded her “favorites” list.

Before science came eggs, bacon, cereal, but no pancakes


Cintia Miranda convinced her daughter Isabel to be a visitor on the premise that pancakes would be served. Alas, there were none. However, they performed excellent stewardship over the registration of members and the Joker’s Wild management (nobody won the jackpot).


President Bob Kreitzer announced that training for the Folk Festival Beer Tent volunteers is scheduled at noon on Friday, August 27. No sampling mentioned. The Club Assembly will be the program on September 2.


Dr. Lew Phillips conjured up an ancient therapy: “Voice rest is good for laryngitis,” he croaked. Both Eric Segee and Claire Deselle celebrated birthdays, although their respective ages are disparate. But not by much. The Wahlstrom-Myers-Cattelle Wind Trio hummed and vocalized the birthday tune for them.


Judy Horan’s Happy Dollar celebrated her sister’s new job, ending a two-year search. Dick Cattelle gave a eulogy for Bob Eaton who died this past Monday. “He was a true gentleman and the cornerstone of an ethical attorney. He was a good guy and a good friend.” Mr. Eaton’s funeral service will be held Friday at 10 am at All Souls Congregational Church. Dick also urged “good thoughts” for Sandy Ervin who’s undergoing a hip replacement.


Lisa Wahlstrom expressed sadness for George Eaton in the death of his father. She had a Happy$ for WLBZ’s program on Liberty Hall in Machiasport, which is a client of hers. Lisa had a great vacation that included a visit to Ottawa (Canada) and a performance at Fenway Park of the J Giles Band and Arrowsmith.


Jill Fiore celebrated her 25th wedding anniversary and Greg Urban visited Washington DC on business and holiday, merging with 50,000 Boy Scouts during their Jamboree and 100 degree+ heat. That many Boy Scouts couldn’t fail to raise the temperature in any city.
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