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Where in the world is Laura Cushing?


A

rrows on the PowerPoint maps zoomed from the southeast to the northwest to the south to the Midwest to Alaska to Australia to the northwest to the west to…


If your attention wandered for more than several nanoseconds at Thursday’s meeting, you would have missed one of many locations and jobs held by the self-described “obsessively organized” Laura Cushing during her classification talk.  

[image: image2.jpg]



Before her feet really took flight, Laura, carrying the “middle child” baggage in her family, worked at her parents’ campground, had experience in the corporate world at Massachusetts Mutual. Persoft, Fidelity Investments and Reebok. In 1989, Laura joined Earthwatch, went to Australia and worked with kangaroos. She gave high praise to Australia and recommended that we visit it.


That was the same year that she moved to Boulder, Colorado. “My early midlife crisis included working for Arthur Andersen, a restaurant, school, and owner of a snack bar.

Managing and coordinating events took over Laura’s life in 1995 when she helped organize the US Olympics Festival dinner. That was the first and last dinner the organization did, through no fault of Laura’s.


Other positions took her to Boulder, Denver, Seattle, Raleigh, back to Seattle (for the World Trade Organization where the Internet was used for the first time to recruit protesters), Washington, DC, Anchorage, Salt Lake City followed by a trip to New Orleans, Lake Placid, NY, back to Bangor to work with her brother developing the House Republican Fund, Palm Springs, Detroit, Little Rock (Clinton Presidential Library) and, in the midst of all this, she learned how to drive a large Budget rental truck and earn certification to operate a forklift.


The travels didn’t stop. She worked for the Pacific Rim Sports Summit, which didn’t happen, and to Anchorage for the 26th annual National Veterans Wheelchair Games. “They play ‘Murderball’ which is quad rugby,” said Laura. (There is a 2005 film, “Murderball,” about a team that plays the sport in paraplegic games in Athens.)


Washington DC welcomed Laura again where Laura coordinated doctors and nurses’ schedules for performing relief missions from hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Scheduling medical teams was “life-changing,” Laura said.


The 2008 Democratic National Convention drew Laura’s skills. In 2009 she stuck her tent pole into the soil in Boise where she worked for the Special Olympics Winter Games. By then, she had sold her house in Seattle and moved to Bangor where she lives in a recently created apartment in her parents’ home. 


Laura does consulting and managing, and belongs to the Rock Church in Bangor, Altrusa, Bangor Garden Club and the 85-member Peony Society of Maine (all of whom love…peonies). 


When Laura is not organizing events or traveling the globe, she enjoys contra dancing, shooting pool and playing golf. “On some days, I just do nothing,” she said. 

However, we did do things during the meeting


President Bob Kreitzer reminded us of the Club Assemble on September 2 during which committee chairmen will describe their committees and their work. Jodi Steele needs one more volunteer for the Beer Tent on the first night of the Folk Festival. She noted that Festival’s Executive Director, Heather McCarthy, has an opening for a supervisor for the Beer Tent. Contact Heather if you’re interested.


Larry Hersom now has honorary status in the Club after 42 years of serving Rotary.


George Eaton promised a highly technical meteorological summary when, in fact, he merely said: “Glorious through Monday!”


That weather should help assuage any clinical depression we might have, as Dr. Steve Andrew continued his depressive series on depression. “Depression will lift within a year without treatment,” he said. “Combining therapy and medications are most effective. Stay away from sweets. Use proteins and carbohydrates.”


Claire Deselle chose her Rotary Moment to talk about membership numbers in our District in which 350 members have dropped out, leaving a total of 1,850. “Invite someone to visit and join Rotary,” she said.


Rev. Bob Carlson experienced a sort of double jeopardy. Ivan McPike fined him for his TV appearance last night, and the Wahlstrom-Myers-Cattelle Yodeling Trio sang birthday greetings for Rev. Bob, incorporating his news appearances into their anthem text. Rev. Bob had only $2 to pay for the singing, which was certainly not enough even if the trio had merely hummed a pitch. So fistfuls of dollars from a supporting cast floated toward Bob for an impromptu musical handout. Ken Huhn, though, had plenty of money to pay for the Trio’s salute to his birthday.


Pancakes are already on his mind. Jay Muth invites everyone who is interested in the Veteran’s Day breakfast to meet at Jay’s office Wednesday, August 4 at 145 Exchange Street. Jay said The Cole Land Transportation Museum will provide free breakfasts for veterans. 


The peripatetic Jerry Whalen will be at a conference in Washington next week followed by a two-week motor trip to Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island. Ivan McPike celebrated with a Happy $ that he can now better afford: he received his first Social Security check.
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